2023-24 jAdelante! Book Group
Adelante - Spanish word meaning “Forward”

Created ... to spotlight engrossing stories and writing by women from all backgrounds.

We also connect our members to some of the authors we feature through web discussions.

Date Books Reviewer
June We do not meet
July We do not meet
August We do not meet

This Tender Land: A Novel by William Kent Krueger

September 28, 2023 464 pages September 3, 2019

Lynne Roney

October 26, 2023

November We do not meet

December We do not meet

January 25, 2024

February 22, 2024

March 28, 2024

April 25, 2024

May 23, 2024

Book descriptions

Title Author Month
This Tender Land: A Novel Hardcover
1932, Minnesota—the Lincoln School is a pitiless place where hundreds of Native American
children, forcibly separated from their parents, are sent to be educated. It is also home to an
orphan named Odie O’Banion, a lively boy whose exploits earn him the superintendent’s William Kent
wrath. Forced to flee, he and his brother Albert, their best friend Mose, and a brokenhearted
. . . . . L Krueger
little girl named Emmy steal away in a canoe, heading for the mighty Mississippi and a place
. ) 464 pages 9/22/23
to call their own. Over the course of one unforgettable summer, these four orphans will
. . . . . September 3,
journey into the unknown and cross paths with others who are adrift, from struggling 5019

farmers and traveling faith healers to displaced families and lost souls of all kinds. With the
feel of a modern classic, This Tender Land is an en-thralling, big-hearted epic that shows how
the magnificent American landscape connects us all, haunts our dreams, and makes us
whole.




Suggested Titles for 2023-2024

What if we each voted for 5 titles we’d each like to read and then the books with the most votes will be on the list for the year.
Highest vote will be set in October, second highest January and so on.
Then add a second book to some of the months based on where they ranked.

Patty’s willing to tally. pattymurrayaauw@gmail.com

Suggested Title Author Month

1. Brotherless Night: A Novel

Jaffna, 1981. Sixteen-year-old Sashi wants to become a doctor. But over the
next decade, a vicious civil war tears through her home, and her dream spins
off course as she sees her four beloved brothers and their friend K swept up
in the mounting violence. Desperate to act, Sashi accepts K's invitation to
work as a medic at a field hospital for the militant Tamil Tigers, who, V. V.
following years of state discrimination and violence, are fighting for a Ganeshananthan
separate homeland for Sri Lanka’s Tamil minority. But after the Tigers murder 368 pages
one of her teachers and Indian peacekeepers arrive only to commit further January 3, 2023
atrocities, Sashi begins to question where she stands. When one of her
medical school professors, a Tamil feminist and dissident, invites her to join a
secret project documenting human rights violations, she embarks on a
dangerous path that will change her forever.

Sold is on the list of the most banned books in the first part of the 2022-2023
school year, according to the PEN America Index of School Book Bans. Sold
has 11 bans.

2. Sold (banned)

The powerful, poignant, bestselling National Book Award Finalist gives voice
to a young girl robbed of her childhood yet determined to find the strength to
triumph. Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who lives with her family in a
small hut on a mountain in Nepal. Though she is desperately poor, her life is
full of simple pleasures, like playing hopscotch with her best friend from
school, and having her mother brush her hair by the light of an oil lamp. But
when the harsh Himalayan monsoons wash away all that remains of the

Patricia
family's crops, Lakshmi's stepfather says she must leave home and take a job McCormick
to support her family.

He introduces her to a glamorous stranger who tells her she will find her a job 263 pages
April 1, 2008

as a maid in the city. Glad to be able to help, Lakshmi journeys to India and
arrives at "Happiness House" full of hope. But she soon learns the
unthinkable truth: she has been sold into prostitution.

An old woman named Mumtaz rules the brothel with cruelty and cunning.
She tells Lakshmi that she is trapped there until she can pay off her family's
debt-then cheats Lakshmi of her meager earnings so that she can never leave.
Lakshmi's life becomes a nightmare from which she cannot escape. Still, she
lives by her mother's words-Simply to endure is to triumph-and gradually, she
forms friendships with the other girls that enable her to survive in this
terrifying new world. Then the day comes when she must make a decision-
will she risk everything for a chance to reclaim her life?




Gender Queer is on the list of the most banned books in the first part of the
2022-2023 school year, according to the PEN America Index of School Book
Bans. Gender Queer: A Memoir remained at the top of the list, as it was in the
2021-2022 school year. It has 15 bans.

3. Gender Queer: A Memoir (banned)

In 2014, Maia Kobabe, who uses e/em/eir pronouns, thought that a comic of
reading statistics would be the last autobiographical comic e would ever
write. At the time, it was the only thing e felt comfortable with strangers
knowing about em. Now, Gender Queer is here. Maia's intensely cathartic
autobiography charts eir journey of self-identity, which includes the
mortification and confusion of adolescent crushes, grappling with how to
come out to family and society, bonding with friends over erotic gay
fanfiction, and facing the trauma and fundamental violation of pap smears.
Started as a way to explain to eir family what it means to be nonbinary and
asexual, Gender Queer is more than a personal story: it is a useful and
touching guide on gender identity--what it means and how to think about it--
for advocates, friends, and humans everywhere.

Maia Kobabe

240 pages
May 28, 2019

4. The Bluest Eyes (banned)

Pecola Breedlove—an 11-year-old Black girl in an America whose love for its
blond, blue-eyed children can devastate all others—prays for her eyes to turn
blue: so that she will be beautiful, so that people will look at her, so that her
world will be different. This is the story of the nightmare at the heart of her
yearning, and the tragedy of its fulfillment.

Toni Morrison

215 pages
December 28,
1993

5. Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent (banned)

In this brilliant book, Isabel Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an
unseen phenomenon in America as she explores, through an immersive,
deeply researched, and beautifully written narrative and stories about real
people, how America today and throughout its history has been shaped by a
hidden caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings.

Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is a powerful caste system that
influences people’s lives and behavior and the nation’s fate. Linking the caste
systems of America, India, and Nazi Germany, Wilkerson explores eight pillars
that underlie caste systems across civilizations, including divine will,
bloodlines, stigma, and more. Using riveting stories about people—including
Martin Luther King, Jr., baseball’s Satchel Paige, a single father and his toddler
son, Wilkerson herself, and many others—she shows the ways that the
insidious undertow of caste is experienced every day. She documents how
the Nazis studied the racial systems in America to plan their outcasting of the
Jews; she discusses why the cruel logic of caste requires that there be a
bottom rung for those in the middle to measure themselves against; she
writes about the surprising health costs of caste, in depression and life
expectancy, and the effects of this hierarchy on our culture and politics.
Finally, she points forward to ways America can move beyond the artificial
and destructive separations of human divisions, toward hope in our common
humanity.

Isabel Wilkerson

496 pages
August 4, 2020




6. Crow Mary (banned) (American Indian)

In 1872, sixteen-year-old Goes First, a Crow Native woman, marries Abe
Farwell, a white fur trader. He gives her the name Mary, and they set off on
the long trip to his trading post in Saskatchewan, Canada. Along the way, she
finds a fast friend in a Métis named Jeannie; makes a lifelong enemy in a
wolfer named Stiller; and despite learning a dark secret of Farwell’s past, falls

in love with her husband. Kathleen
The winter trading season passes peacefully. Then, on the eve of their return Grissom
to Montana, a group of drunken whiskey traders slaughters forty Nakota— 368 pages
despite Farwell’s efforts to stop them. Mary, hiding from the hail of bullets, June 6, 2023
sees the murderers, including Stiller, take five Nakota women back to their

fort. She begs Farwell to save them, and when he refuses, Mary takes two

guns, creeps into the fort, and saves the women from certain death. Thus,

she sets off a whirlwind of colliding cultures that brings out the worst and

best in the cast of unforgettable characters and pushes the love between

Farwell and Crow Mary to the breaking point.

7. The Perks of Being a Wallflower (banned) (Teen suicide)

The critically acclaimed debut novel from Stephen Chbosky, Perks follows

observant “wallflower” Charlie as he charts a course through the strange Stephen
world between adolescence and adulthood. First dates, family drama, and Chbosky
new friends. Sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Devastating loss, 240 pages

young love, and life on the fringes. Caught between trying to live his life and
trying to run from it, Charlie must learn to navigate those wild and poignant
roller-coaster days known as growing up.

June 25, 2010

8. In the Time of the Butterflies (Dominican Republic)

It is November 25, 1960, and three sisters have been found near their
wrecked Jeep at the bottom of a 150-foot cliff on the north coast of the
Dominican Republic. The official state newspaper reports their deaths as
accidental. It does not mention that a fourth sister lives. Nor does it explain
that the sisters were among the leading opponents of the dictatorship of
General Rafael Lednidas Trujillo. It doesn’t have to. Everybody knows of Las
Mariposas--the Butterflies.

In this extraordinary novel, the voices of all four sisters--Minerva, Patria,
Maria Teresa, and the survivor, Dedé--speak across the decades to tell their
own stories, from secret crushes to gunrunning, and to describe the everyday
horrors of life under Trujillo’s rule.

Julia Alvarz

368 pages
December 14,
2021

9. Banyan Moon (Vietnamese/American)

When Ann Tran gets the call that her fiercely beloved grandmother, Minh,
has passed away, her life is already at a crossroads. In the years since she’s
last seen Minh, Ann has built a seemingly perfect life—a beautiful lake house,
a charming professor boyfriend, and invites to elegant parties that bubble
over with champagne and good taste—but it all crumbles with one positive
pregnancy test. With both her relationship and carefully planned future now
in question, Ann returns home to Florida to face her estranged mother,
Huong.

Back in Florida, Huong is simultaneously mourning her mother and resenting
her for having the relationship with Ann that she never did. Then Ann and
Huong learn that Minh has left them both the Banyan House, the crumbling

Thao Thai

336 pages
June 27,2023




old manor that was Ann’s childhood home, in all its strange, Gothic glory.
Under the same roof for the first time in years, mother and daughter must
face the simmering questions of their past and their uncertain futures, while
trying to rebuild their relationship without the one person who’s always held
them together.

Running parallel to this is Minh’s story, as she goes from a lovestruck
teenager living in the shadow of the Vietnam War to a determined young
mother immigrating to America in search of a better life for her children. And
when Ann makes a shocking discovery in the Banyan House’s attic, long-
buried secrets come to light as it becomes clear how decisions Minh made in
her youth affected the rest of her life—and beyond.

10. The Personal Librarian (passing as white)

(Story of Belle da Costa  Green 1905-1945)

In her twenties, Belle da Costa Greene is hired by J. P. Morgan to curate a
collection of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for his newly built Pierpont
Morgan Library. Belle becomes a fixture in New York City society and one of
the most powerful people in the art and book world, known for her
impeccable taste and shrewd negotiating for critical works as she helps create
a world-class collection.

But Belle has a secret, one she must protect at all costs. She was born not
Belle da Costa Greene but Belle Marion Greener. She is the daughter of
Richard Greener, the first Black graduate of Harvard and a well-known
advocate for equality. Belle’s complexion isn’t dark because of her alleged
Portuguese heritage that lets her pass as white—her complexion is dark
because she is African American.

Marie Benedict
and
Victoria
Christoph

352 pages
June 29, 2021

11. The Sounds of a Wild Snail Eating (living with a debilitating illness)
In a work that beautifully demonstrates the rewards of closely observing
nature, Elisabeth Tova Bailey shares an inspiring and intimate story of her
encounter with a Neohelix albolabris—a common woodland snail.

While an iliness keeps her bedridden, Bailey watches a wild snail that has
taken up residence on her nightstand. As a result, she discovers the solace
and sense of wonder that this mysterious creature brings and comes to a
greater understanding of her own place in the world.

Intrigued by the snail’s molluscan anatomy, cryptic defenses, clear decision
making, hydraulic locomotion, and courtship activities, Bailey becomes an
astute and amused observer, offering a candid and engaging look into the
curious life of this underappreciated small animal.

Winner of the William Saroyan International Prize for Writing

Winner of the John Burroughs Medal

Winner of the National Outdoor Book Award in Natural History Literature

Elizabeth Tova
Bailey

208 pages
January 1, 2010

12.The Sand County Almanac (environment)

Few books have had a greater impact than A Sand County Almanac, which
many credit with launching a revolution in land management. Written as a
series of sketches based principally upon the flora and fauna in a rural part of
Wisconsin, the book, originally published by Oxford in 1949, gathers informal
pieces written by Leopold over a forty-year period as he traveled through the
woodlands of Wisconsin, lowa, Arizona, Sonora, Oregon, Manitoba, and

Aldo Leopold

226 pages
January 1, 1960




elsewhere; a final section addresses the philosophical issues involved in
wildlife conservation. Beloved for its description and evocation of the natural
world, Leopold's book, which has sold well over 2 million copies, remains a
foundational text in environmental science and a national treasure.

13. Cloud Cuckoo Land

Among the most celebrated and beloved novels of recent times, Cloud
Cuckoo Land is a triumph of imagination and compassion, a soaring story
about children on the cusp of adulthood in worlds in peril, who find
resilience, hope, and a book.

In the 15th century, an orphan named Anna lives inside the formidable walls
of Constantinople. She learns to read, and in this ancient city, famous for its
libraries, she finds what might be the last copy of a centuries-old book, the
story of Aethon, who longs to be turned into a bird so that he can fly to a

Anthony Doer

utopian paradise in the sky. Outside the walls is Omeir, a village boy, 640 pages
conscripted with his beloved oxen into the army that will lay siege to the city. | September 28,
His path and Anna’s will cross. 2021

In the present day, in a library in Idaho, octogenarian Zeno rehearses children

in a play adaptation of Aethon’s story, preserved against all odds through

centuries. Tucked among the library shelves is a bomb, planted by a troubled,

idealistic teenager, Seymour. This is another siege.

And in a not-so-distant future, on the interstellar ship Argos, Konstance is

alone in a vault, copying on scraps of sacking the story of Aethon, told to her

by her father.

14. Demon Copperhead

Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, Demon Copperhead is the story

of a boy born to a teenaged single mother in a single-wide trailer, with no Barbara
assets beyond his dead father’s good looks and copper-colored hair, a caustic Kingsolver
wit, and a fierce talent for survival. Relayed in his own unsparing voice, 560 pages
Demon braves the modern perils of foster care, child labor, derelict schools, October 18,
athletic success, addiction, disastrous loves, and crushing losses. Through all 2022

of it, he reckons with his own invisibility in a popular culture where even the
superheroes have abandoned rural people in favor of cities.

15. Tom Lake

In the spring of 2020, Lara’s three daughters return to the family's orchard in
Northern Michigan. While picking cherries, they beg their mother to tell them
the story of Peter Duke, a famous actor with whom she shared both a stage
and a romance years before at a theater company called Tom Lake. As Lara
recalls the past, her daughters examine their own lives and relationship with
their mother, and are forced to reconsider the world and everything they
thought they knew.

Ann Patchett

320 pages
August 1, 2023
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